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an'il our filler kingdom will be 
made fallible that it as infinitely better to fecure the 
heart of a generous fiiend, than to have the reluctant 
fubmifiion of a difcontenied.flave. ; ln the awful crifis 
cf her affairs, we have taken our.ftandby her fide, wil- 
ling to (hare with her the dangerand glory of the. con- 
tort. Let <us acquit ourfelv.es with that fpirit which is. 
the chara&eriftic of our nation. Let us fhew-our. com- 
mon .enemy, that his attempts upon this country mult 
be ; more -vain than .ever ; for. we have now additional 
motivesto maintain our rights and liberties, in the.con- 
fcious /pofleflion" of a virtuous, independent parliament. 
Let_our union be the union of interefls and honor.— 
And may the - connection upon thefe grounds, lad for 
.ever — may it prove a common- benefit to both— rand ne- 
ver be a (lain or reproach to either.! 

^HAMPDEN. 



.Miunh'^mj 



TO THE 

JEDITORS GF THE ANTI-UNION. 



"Ail the World's a Stage ! 



SlIAKSTEAItE. 



H, 



Calligat & rodendo mores. 



LAVING been one of the audience allured by the 
variety of furprizing.entertainmeTUs advertized in hand- 
bills to be presented on Tuefday Evening laft, the 22d 
inft. at the Royal Circus in .Fojler Place, and finding no 
perfon has yet given. any, critique on the performances 
exhibited that night, I take up my pen to gratify the 
pubiic curiofity, and fatisfy thofe who could not pro- 
cure places on that occafion. 

Being an admirer of dramatic entertainments, and 
anxious for a good feat, I went at an early hour, and 
fqueezed myfelf amidfl the throng into the gallery, and 
found the- houfe, what is dramatically called, a bum- 
per : many beautiful women, equally excited by pa- 
triotifm and the curiofity fo peculiar to the charming 
(ex, occupied the front rows of the boxes, kindly al- 
lowing the gentlemen (as there was hardly (landing 
room) toprefs upon them, .without complaining of any 
inconvenience, as all the ladies were interefted about a 
Union that was to havelrim. performers. 

After a prologue, very well adapted to the occafion, 
(faid to be written by an author famous for, and long 
in, the habits of that kind of compofition) was recited 
by a mod vene rable and refpeclable performer. The cele- 
brated piece, called the Union; or, Ireland divided, was 
then brought forward. I cannot fay the plot was criti- 
cally correal, but the incidents were admirably adapted 



for ft age effc'cl ; — fome of the dialogue breathed a fpi- 
irit of animated eloquence, brilliancy of fancy, "and fire 
of patriotifm, that would have done honour to Greece 
■and Rome in their meridian fplendor! As to the uni- 
ties of time and place, the author, like Shakfpcart, feems 
to have fcorned the rules of the Stagyrire ; for, during 
the reprefentation, he not only tranfported the imagi- 
nation, but the performers, from Ireland to England, 
and then -back again, for purpofes bed known to him- 
felf, of which I mud confefs, I could neither fee the 
propriety or neceflity, us the intereft -of the piece was 
certainly confined to ireland where the fcenc of action 
lay ; — thefe abfurdities, anil the difmiflal of fome old 
excellentperformers for refilling fome difagrecable parts 
allotted them, they being much in favour of the public, 
■ damned the piece completely, though the managers were 
.g[uped into a belief of its fuccefs, having had frequent 
rehearfals, and engaged more performers at a great fit- 
lary, who aflured them, as did the prompter, the. piece 
would do; but it was received by the public with fuch 
marks of contempt and indignation, that when the 
curtain drfcpped, the author begged to withdraw it, pro- 
mising not to hazard a fecond reprefentation ; thus, like' 
the tragedy of Voriigern, palmed on the world as the 
production of ourimmortal bard, the Union was difmif- 
fed from the Irifh (lage for ever, unlefs the public cal- 
led for another rcpreftntation. 

The after-piece, entitled Patriotifm, met with the 
fuccefs and approbation it deferved, and was highly gra- 
tifying to the public. 

The tricks arid deceptions which promifedfo much en- 
tertainment were unworthy of the peifons concerned, 
and too vifible for legerdemain, to excite either fur- 
prife or admiration. 

As to the performance of the fad: and tight rope, the 
fpcclators were equally difappointed, from the puffs of 
the playbill, (which was purchafed with fuch avidity by 
the public). The next time fuch exhibitions are at- 
tempted, the managers ought to remove the preponderat- 
ing weight of lead which evidently appeared atone 
end of the pole during the exhibition of the perform- 
ers on the balance, and which occaftoned fo many falling to 
the ground: 

But they kindly made us amends by the unexpefled 
introduction of animal magnetifm, which by the opera- 
tion of the tongue and motion of the hands, produced an 
irrefiftible impulfe on the audience, throiuing fome into a 
profound fleep, fetting others a toughing, and what is 
more furprifing, gave fuch a voracious appetite tc- 
many, as. to breed a famine in the coffee rooms, to 
which numbers adjourned during fome part of the per- 
formance. 

The young aftor who was expeQcd to leap through a 
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globe on fire* in the chracleY of thi Caflle Sf-eclre, failed 
iii the attempt, and ftuck in the middle, like Mahomet 
fufpended between two loadftones ; and though he was 
not precipitated like Pllatre-de-Rofier, in a blaze from 
his baloon, and burnt to death, yet every one faw that 
he was moft co?npleatly roafied. 

The equeflrian exercife at (he upper end of the 
house concluded as was generally expected, the majbr 
part of that troop being well trained and thorough 
paced, particularly the black and white robed conjurors, 
who as high flyers and riding upon two or three faddles at 
a time, are at eafe in every motion, knowing by expe- 
rience the harder they gallop in the circle, the fafer their 
pofition, and they can more eafily tranjlate themfelves 
from one feat to another — one of that body, however, 
was deficient in fitch dexterity and was confequently 
Down. As to the other part of the Troop they went 
round on one fide wish conllderabic velocity and leaped 
ever garters-while their eyes weie fixed on the flats. 

Signor Parne'ii, though difmiffed from the Orcheftra, 
•was too fond of antieitt Irilh mufic not to be in the 
body of the houfe, and now 1 and then during the chorus, 
gave a tune with Jits counter tenor, that drowned the 
beft bafe voices. : . 

I forgot to ohfe'rve the introduction of St. George, as 
the champion for England, in the drama called the Union, 
was appofite enough, and in this initancc, (hewed a con- 
•catenation of ideas in the author, though it fecmed very 
tingaflant in the performer (which for old family reafons 
ought not to have happened) to turn tail on the heroine 
of the piece, called Hibernia, and to ferve her as his 
name fake did the dragon ; St. Dennis would not have 
behaved fo. As to the character of Caladonia fhe was 
merely introduced as an attendant on Britania to carry 
on a counterplot, but like the gentle Norah in Sheridan's 
critic me only created derifion. 

Much more entertainment was given than the play 
bill announced : A provincial performer moved Mar- 
tint's minute acrofs the flage with rather an ill grace ; 
however, he pofiefTes the necefTary affurance for the 
theatre, but we recommend it to the manager to be 
more attentive to coflume and not to drefa his firit figu- 
rantes in Cunnemara {lockings. 

The young man who performed the Caftle Spectre, 
after the failure we have already mentioned, endeavoured 
to regain his character by trying various feats of flrength 
much Beyond his prowefs, and in an attempt to pitch the 
bar hehurt his fingers forely and begged pardon of the 
houfefor his aukwardnefs-: He even attempted a fong and 
tried a parody compofed by himfelf upon the popular 
air of Sweet Robin; — Round Robin Was the burthen of 
this production, but it failed too, and he made a fimilar 
apology. The unfortunate boy .was greatly mortified, 



but ho one pitied him— when a new performer in the 
character of a magician (and who feemed to bewitch 
the whole houfe) transformed the lucklefs youth into a 
green and limber twig, in which character he waved and 
flouriihed for the reft of the evening. The magician 
was performed by a Mf; Pluhket who feemed to be a 
a great favourite with the galleries, from its being fup- 
pofed that he was a relation of their old friend Peg, but 
this we underftand is a rhiftake. The genius of Ireland 
was done the greatefl juflice to by that fteady and valua- 
ble performer Mr. Ponfonby— Mr. Egan who was ex- 
pected to fing Poor Jack gave Paddy Whack -without 
variations in a high fHle— Mr. Callan we find has 
retired from the flage. . In. the new pantomine 
of Avarice Punifhed or the Golden Dream, the po- 
pular fcene of the heavens at midnight was given 
— -A young lad from Kerry acted the Night — with a few- 
twinklings, he was dark enough, refpectably gloomy> 
and decoroufly nocturnal. The allegorical- perfonage 
of Silence, accompanied him, reprefented by a Dutch 
performer (his firit performance in that character) Mr. 
Fan de Lure — he uiftained the part tolerably well, having 
uttered but one rnonyfyilable, and that very badly.— 
Old T'oler was fung by the performer who ufed to do 
juftice to it ; but he feemed out of tune, and ill at eafe, 
and complained bitterly of the accompaniment.— A per- 
former from Woodlawn, afloniihed the houfe by a pas 
de deux ; he was great in the entrechange, and the more 
he danced, the more he could do. If the entertainment 
had lafled long enough, it is thought he would have cut 
fix. If thefe remarks on the performance are liked, you 
(hall have more hereafter, from a 

SPECTATOR, 

P. S. I find the performer who played St. George, tho* 
his endeavours could not fave the piece, has been re- 
warded as the prime mftrument in fupporting it. 
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HE following Note was found on the Black-Rock 
road ; it is fuppofed to have dropped from the wri- 
ter's pocket, during a certain tottering in that quarter, 
lad Tuefday fe'rtnight. 



To Mr. John Bull-. 



SIR, 



- I VE me leave to tell you^ that your coachman Bih 
ly, gets fo tipfey, and drives fuch tniferable and vicious 
hacks'm this town, that the Royal George is* in 'danger of 
being overfei. A calamity which all honefl men would 
deeply lament. His drag chain is fo badly tempered, it 
muft foon break— and he can't get any Bar Iron here 



